
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

  



 

 

 

 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯÏÐÓÓÚɯÈÙÌɯÙÜÎÎÌËɯÓÐÛÛÓÌɯÔÖÜÕÛÈÐÕÚȮɯÎÐÝÐÕÎɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÈÙÔɯËÌÚÐÙÌËɯÛÖɯÈɯÊÓÐÔÉɯÖÙɯÈɯÞÈÓÒɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ

pursuit of the game or in a ramble among the pine woods, where walks and roads and springs 

ÈÕËɯÍÖÙÌÚÛɯÍÖÓÐÈÎÌɯÚÜÎÎÌÚÛɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÐÔÌÝÈÓȭɂ ɬ SPGC Advertisement  

 

 
North Carolina Collection, Wilson Special Collections Library, UNC-Chapel Hill 

 

At the turn of the 20 th Century, Southern Pines was just another crossroads town. Businesses 

associated with the lumber trade had more or less sustained the area for decades. But with the 

vast forest whittled down to just about nothing, the economic outlook was grim.  
 

One thing the thinly populated area had going for it was the Seaboard Air Line. The mighty 

train traveled the entire East Coast - Maine to Florid a. While the train brought with it the 

prospect of progress, most of the benefits went with the trolley to the neighboring village of 

Pinehurst.  
 

The Tufts family of Boston brought in a group of world class artisans to transform the dusty 

lands a few miles from Southern Pines. The father of American landscape architecture 

(Frederick Law Olmsted) designed the town. The minister was also the Chaplain of the United 

States Senate. School teachers were from Oxford and Princeton.  
 

In short order, it became one ÖÍɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈɀÚɯ×ÙÌÔÐÌÙɯÙÌÚÖÙÛÚȭ 



 

  

 

 ÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯÐÔ×ÌÊÊÈÉÓÌɯÕÈÛÜÙÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÝÐÓÓÈÎÌɯÏÌÓËɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÈ××ÌÈÓȮɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯȿÛÏÌɯÖÓËɯ2ÊÖÛÊÏɯÎÈÔÌɀɯ

ÛÏÈÛɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯÐÛÚɯÔÈÐÕɯËÙÈÞȭɯ&ÖÓÍɀÚɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÙÐÛàɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯÚÖɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÖÜÚÈÕËÚɯÏÈËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÛÜÙÕÌËɯ

away each year.  

 

This had their Scottish professional continually building more courses for the resort. Soon his 

eye would turn to the lands beyond the resort.  

 

At the same time, the neighbors turned their attentions in his direction. The source of the 

booming success next door was not lost oÕɯ2ÖÜÛÏÌÙÕɯ/ÐÕÌÚȭɯ(ÛɯËÐËɯÕÖÛɯÛÈÒÌɯÓÖÕÎɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯȿÛÏÌɯÖÓËɯ

2ÊÖÛÊÏɯÎÈÔÌɀɯÒÌ×Ûɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÙÖÓÓÐÕÎɯÐÕȭɯ6ÐÛÏɯÛÏÐÚȮɯÊÐÝÐÊɯÓÌÈËÌÙÚɯÎÖÛɯÛÖɯÞÖÙÒȭɯ(ÕɯƕƝƔƚȮɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯ

announced that Southern Pines would have its own proper golf course.  

 

Soon their once barren fields would pro ve a worthy addition to the marquee courses of 

Pinehurst. 
 

 
 

The assumption is that Sandhills golf began in Pinehurst. In actuality, it was being played in 

Southern Pines for more than a year before Pinehurst built their first course. 
  

                                           
North Carolina Collection, Wilson Special Collections Library, UNC-Chapel Hill 

 

The Piney Woods course also pre-dated the Southern Pines Golf Club by more than a decade. 

 



 

 

 
 

     
(Left) Pilot Newspaper ɬ (Right) From The Illustrated American 1897 

 

The introduction of golf mirrored a broader trend that was taking place across the country.  

 

Backcountry towns found themselves with shops, restaurants and expansive ideas. Naturally, 

this modified the fabric of these towns. Those who come of age in the newer environments 

turned out differently than previous generations.  

Southern Pines found its first exposure to a different world with the Piney Woods Inn.  

 

The hotel was primarily a winter home for Northern visitors of means. The followin g vignette 

conveys a sensibility that contrasted sharply with the local reality of the day.  
 

 

Ɂ1ÖàÈÓɯÞÌÓÊÖÔÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ&ÖÝÌÙÕÖÙȭɯ2ÖÜÛÏÌÙÕɯ/ÐÕÌÚɯÊÙÖÞËÚɯÛÏÌɯ/ÐÕÌàɯ6ÖÖËÚɯ(ÕÕɯÛÖɯÏÖÕÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÐÌÍɯ

magistrate. Governor Aycock in his happiest frame of mind captured his exotic constituency long 

before he arose to speak. The ladies vied with each other in the matter of elegant dressing. The 

brilliant lights, the floral decorations and the handsome toilettes of the women gave an air of 

luxury and gayety not often seen so far away from large centers of population. It was an 

enthusiastic assemblage. Aycock said he came to capture the Yankees and found they had 

ÊÈ×ÛÜÙÌËɯÏÐÔȭɂ  

ɬ The Pilotȱȱȱȱȭ 

ȱȱȱȭ 

The hotel occupied the high point of the town. This vantage point on the hill  ɬ especially from 

the turrets ɬ offered a panoramic view of the surrounding area.  

 

 



 

  

 

 

 
A ground level photo which captures a small section of the 360 degree view. ɬ Courtesy of UNC ɬ Chapel Hill 

 

The wooden structure burned to the ground in 1913. A few years later, the owners donated the 

ƛɯƕɤƖɯÈÊÙÌɯÛÙÈÊÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕȭɯ3ÏÌɯÖÕÓàɯÚÛÐ×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÕËɯÉÌɯÜÚÌËɯɁÐÕɯ×ÌÙ×ÌÛÜÐÛàɂɯÈÚɯÈɯ

park.  

 
 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯ×ÙÖ×ÌÙÛàɯÐÚɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÛÞÌÓÝÌɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÞÈÓÒɯÖÍɯÛÏÙÌÌɯØÜÈÙÛÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÈɯÕÈÛÜÙÈÓɯÉÐÙËɯ

sanctuary, having dense foliage and spring water, with some twenty varieties of birds. Over the ditch 

several rustic bridges may be thrown and the banks sown with wild flower seed. At a small expense 

this might be made a show place as well as a community center for oÜÙɯÞÐÕÛÌÙɯÎÜÌÚÛÚɂȭɯ 
 

ɬ The Pilot -1929 

 

The donation by the Millen family was in line with the spirit of the times. The prevailing 

wisdom was that the layout of population centers played a significant role in the well being of 

citizens. Places of public revitalization were seen as essential. The well designed city could 

anticipate a bright future. A deficiency along these lines was believed to invite undesirable 

ramifications.  

Unfortunately, this property followed a trend that was to become more prominent  in modern 

times. The beautiful overlook was turned into a mediocre housing development.  

 



 

 



 

  

 

Donald Ross 
 

Some turns along the timeline are known, some remain a mystery. For SPGC, the biggest question 

mark has been whether or not Donald Ross designed the course.  
 

The short answer is yes.  
 

Turn of the century American clubs started with primitive courses. A large field would be located 

beyond the edge of town. Flags would be staked out at what appeared to be the right distance. 

There was little rhyme or reason to the design.  
 

                                                                            
Believed to be the first photograph of SPGC.ɬ Courtesy of the Moore County Historical Society 

 

As more took to the game and knowledge grew, courses were expanded and modified. When the 

membership was keen, an expert would be called in to sharpen up club. The level of improvement 

would depend on a number of factors ɬ funding, available land and the skill of the architect. In 

many cases, this amounted to a redesign so thorough that their work could be considered a new 

course. 

This was the path SPGC followed. 
 

Although the exact configuration of the original nine is not entirely known, there are documents 

which shed light on the topic.  

From the January 1913 USGA Bulletin:  
 

Ɂ ɯÕÐÕÌ-hole golf course was laid out by the Board of Directors. 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯÕÐÕÌ-hole addition was laid out and constructed under the direction of the present manager, G. Irving 

Lenker, assisted in the planning by the president of the club, Dr. W.P. 2ÞÌÛÛɯÈÕËɯ,Ùȭɯ/ÌÈÊÖÊÒȭɂ 

 



 

 

 

On the right is a slightly different 

account from the local 

newspaper: 

  

Mr. Peacock is included in both 

accounts. As you can see, in the 

second version he is joined by 

James Macnab. Who were 

Peacock and Macnab?  

They were Donald 1ÖÚÚɀÚɯ

assistants for many years in 

Pinehurst.  

 

                    

The Pilot 

 

 
James Peacock Donald Ross James Macnab 

 

 

Both were close to him personally as well as professionally.  MacNab was a Scottish immigrant who 

co-owned the Pine Crest Inn wi th the great architect. Peacock headed a Ross course in Canada 

during the summers.  

 

With Peacock and MacNab working for Ross at the same time they were building SPGC, there is no 

ËÖÜÉÛɯ1ÖÚÚɯÞÈÚɯÍÈÔÐÓÐÈÙɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÞÈÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÛÏÌɯÛÐÔÌɯÞÏÌÕɯ1ÖÚÚɀÚɯprimary focus became 

course design.  

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

6ÏÐÓÌɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÕÖɯÙÌÊÖÙËɯÖÍɯ1ÖÚÚɀÚɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌÔÌÕÛɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÓÐÌÚÛɯàÌÈÙÚȮɯÚÜÉÚÌØÜÌÕÛɯÌÍÍÖÙÛÚɯÞÌÙÌɯ

documented. The most detailed account was from the 1914 Charlotte Daily Observer. The article 

depicts a sweeping rearrangement - hole by hole. (see page x) 

 

 

 

Through the years, there were a number of items which 

indicated the authorship of the course.  

 

SPGC frequently advertised their courses as Ross 

productions. He would certainly have been aware of the 

use of his name. He would also have put a stop to it, had 

it been false. 

 

 
 

 

But the definitive document comes 

from a list of courses Ross 

personally directed. The 1930 

booklet places SPGC along with 

others he considered significant 

achievements. 

 

While all of these documents leave 

ÕÖɯËÖÜÉÛɯÖÍɯ1ÖÚÚɀÚɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌÔÌÕÛȮɯÛÏÌɯ

real story is found on the course. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

  

 

The Land 
 

Most golfers are not greatly concerned with the nuances of design. 3ÏÈÛɀÚɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛÓàɯÍÐÕÌȭɯ"ÖÜÙÚÌÚɯ

are made to be played rather than analyzed. (Ûɀs like that with any number of experiences. Take 

wine, for instance. Is it necessary to know about tannins or what temperature the cellar was kept 

to enjoy a glass? Or, do you really need to know what was in the roux to enjoy a bowl of gumbo? 

Certainly not . Knowledge of what underpins the presentation is not necessary for the golfer or the 

epicurean. Still, it is human nature to look into the things that interest us.   
 

There are several reasons why SPGC has been held in high esteem for over a century. It began 

with the soil. The area would never have become the American golfing mecca without the ideal 

sandy loam. But it was not entirely sand. The general area was (and remains) 25% clay. 
 

From The Early Days of Pinehurst: 
 

 

This mixture provided the correct balance needed for grassing lands firm enough for golfing ɬ yet porous enough to 

provide the designer with a canvas upon which subtleties could be introduced and retained. A heavier soil would not 

work because a lack of drainage leads to frequent muddy areas ɬ and this places limitations on which design features 

ÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÊÙÈÍÛÌËȭɯ2ÖÐÓɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÌÕÛÐÙÌÓàɯÚÈÕËɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɀËɯÞÈÕÛɯÍÖÙɯÎÖÓÍÐÕÎɯÌÐÛÏÌÙȭɯ3ÏÈÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯÈɯËÌÚÌÙÛɯɬ 

ÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÞÖÙÒɯÖÜÛɯÛÖÖɯÞÌÓÓȭɯ,ÖËÌÙÕɯÛÌÊÏÕÖÓÖÎÐÌÚɯËÖɯÌß×ÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛÈÎÌɯof land which can be worked for 

golfing. The difference being the earlier designs worked, of necessity, in close harmony with the natural world. 
 

 

 
 

The ideal soil continues to sit on the most dramatic golfing terrain in the Sandhills. The level areas 

are set amid a landscape which continually turns around knolls and ridges. The frequency and 

slope of these hillocks offer endless playing variations. A bounce may kick in unpredictable 

directions. Some prefer predictability, but the adventurous player relis hes the element of chance. 
   

 
The 8th fairway  



 

 

 

 

Flat terrain is not ideal for golfing. The same can be said for land that is full of sharp hills. The 

ideal course is found between those two points. 
 

The majority of SPGC does not feature stark changes in elevation. But, in a few places, Ross 

incorporated ground on the edge of golfable land.  
 

 
ȱȱȭȭ4th Hole: The tee shot (right) drops more than thirty feet. The approach rises a similar level. The elevation changes 

heighten shot values. As is said about many fine courses, imagery does not capture the reality. 
 

 

The pronounced jumps are mixed in sparingly at specific points along the trail. And that is the 

ÛÏÐÙËɯÒÌàɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÌßÊÌ×ÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÕÈÛÜÙÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÙÚÌȯɯ1ÖÚÚɀÚɯÜÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÜÓÛÐ-faceted grounds. 
 

Anyone can build a golf course. You simply place 18 flags around a field. But, building a first rate 

course is an entirely different matter.  
 

Ɂ1ÌÕËÌÙÐÕÎɯÈɯÊÖÜÙÚÌɯÖÍɯÖÜÛÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯØÜÈÓÐÛàɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌÚɯÈɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌßÐÛàɯÖÍɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯÖÕɯÈɯÓÌÝÌÓɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÚɯ×ÈÙÈÓÓÌÓɯÞÐÛÏɯ

advanced mathÌÔÈÛÐÊÚȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÈɯÏÐÎÏÓàɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌßɯÌßÌÙÊÐÚÌɯÛÖɯÈÚÚÌÚÚɯÛÏÌɯÝÈÚÛɯÕÜÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯÙÖÜÛÐÕÎɯÝÈÙÐÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯ

not a matter of identifying one well-conceived hole at a time. While crafting one hole, the skilled designer is 

assessing how the others will relate to the overall concept. This can lead to adding or eliminating elements of 

the current hole without losing quality. To weave the entire project together with grandeur is creativity on a 

ÎÙÈÕËɯÚÊÈÓÌȭɂ 
 

The path of a superior course seems natural ɬ as if the use of the land was a series of obvious 

choices. Curiously, the higher the architectural skill, the less the work stands out. The lesser 

skilled leave glaring signs of bumbling and hackery. With the ideal course, a player cannot tell 

where design ends and nature begins. 



 

  



 

 

 

Notable Events 
 

The following is excerpt from this author that was published by the New York State Golf 

Association. Although it concerns Irondequoit, the sentiments fully apply to Southern Pines GC.  

 

ICC has always been highly appreciated. If the name has not carried far and wide, it has not been due to 

any lack of quality. Aficionados attest to ÛÏÈÛɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÏÌÚÐÛÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ3ÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÜÚɯÖÍɯȿÏÐËËÌÕɯÎÌÔɀɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯ

due to the fact that the ICC never felt the need to call attention to itself.   

While the club has continued along the same upright path for over a century, contemporary 

perspectives have shifted. 

Traditionally, the top honor of a golf club has been to host a major championship. While it is still a 

great honor, the case is somewhat different today. In contemporary times, it has become a badge of 

honor for vintage clubs not to have held a major championship. 

Why? 

The original brilliance was never compromised.  

Like places such as Holston Hills or Mid Pines, ICC fits solidly within a special rota of Donald Ross 

courses. To play these courses is to experience a full measure of Scottish genius. 

 

  

While the original Maples greens have been 

modified to an extent, the Ross layout is the same. 

Had the course been part of the modern tour, the 

original bril liance would have been changed.  

Although the length is not suited for high tech 

drivers that fly over 300 yards, the course fully 

ÚÌÙÝÌËɯÛÏÌɯÏÌÈÝÐÌÚÛɯÏÐÛÛÌÙÚɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯƕƝƙƔɀÚȭ 

(Right: The Pilot) 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 
 

In 1924, the British Open champion played the U.S. Open champion. They were joined by two 

other top pros ɬ one of whom had just won the French Open ɬ to make it a 4 ball. 3,000 

spectators watched Walter Hagen lead the American victory at SPGC. 

 

Walter Hagen won the British Open four times, the U.S. Open twice, and the PGA five times. In 

1924, he played an exhibition at SPGC.   
 

 
French, Havers, Ockenden, Hagen 

Emmet French was 

ÖÕÌɯÖÍɯ'ÈÎÌÕɀÚɯ

favorite partners. 

While the head pro at 

SPGC, French won 

three tour events and 

was runner-up at the 

1922 PGA on 

Oakmont. Prior to his 

professional years, he 

was Captain of the 

Walker Cup.  

 



 

 

 

Another notable 

competition was a tour 

event from the early 

ƕƝƙƔɀÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯ2ÖÜÛÏÌÙÕɯ

Pines Open lasted only a 

few years. But it featured 

stellar players at the peak 

of their for m. Sam Snead 

bested Ben Hogan in 1946 

by setting a course record 

that lasted for decades. 

ȹ2ÕÌÈËɀÚɯÚÐÎÕÌËɯÚÊÖÙÌÊÈÙËɯ

was displayed in the pro 

shop for decades.) 

 

There were many other 

high caliber competitions 

through the years. One of 

them featured the top  

four women players of 

the day. It was considered 

such an event that Fox 

Movietone filmed it to be 

shown in theaters. 

 

 

                                          
2ÕÌÈËɯÈÕËɯ'ÖÎÈÕɀÚɯÓÈÚÛɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ2ÈÕËÏÐÓÓÚɯɬ 1974. New President Gerald Ford (right)  

Courtesy of UNC-Chapel Hill ɬ Photo by Hugh Morton 

 

There were many other high caliber competitions through the years. One of them featured the  



 

  

top four women players of the day. It was considered such an event that Fox Movietone filmed 

it to be shown in t heaters. 

 

            
University of South Carolina - Moving Image Research Collections 

 

3ÏÌɯÍÐÓÔɯÞÈÚɯÈɯȿÖÕÌ-ÖÍÍɀȭɯ!ÜÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÞÈÚɯÈÕɯÈÕÕÜÈÓɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÙÈÕɯÍÖÙɯÔÈÕàɯàÌÈÙÚȯɯ 
 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯÉÐÎɯÌÝÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÈÚÖÕɯÍÖÙɯÞÖÔÌÕȮɯÛÏÌɯ%ÐÍÛÏɯ ÕÕÜÈÓɯ6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ,ÐË-South championship, 36 holes at 

medal play, is scheduled for Wednesday and Thursday, March 17th and 18th. This event always attracts 

ÓÌÈËÐÕÎɯÞÖÔÌÕɯÎÖÓÍÌÙÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÈÓÓɯ×ÈÙÛÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÛÙàȭɂ          

                                                                                ɬ The Pilot ɬ 1932 ȱȱȭ 

 

      

                         
Beside the 13th looking toward the 5th ɬ University of South Carolina - Moving Image Research Collections 

 

All in all, having world class events move on to longer venues is for the b est. SPGC 

has been left to the most important player: the so-ÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁÈÝÌÙÈÎÌɯÎÖÓÍÌÙɂȭɯ 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 



 

  

 

  

The Challenging Years 
 

The era of depression and war found the club continually on the edge of closure. Each year 

groups pieced together various ways to keep the club open. 
 

3ÏÌÚÌɯÎÙÖÜ×ÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÈɯÊÖÔÉÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÊÐÝÐÊɯÓÌÈËÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯ#ÖÕÈÓËɯ1ÖÚÚɀÚɯÈÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÌÚȭ 

 

              
Pilot Newspaper - 1934 

 
Pilot Newspaper - 1937 

 

To understand Ross's influence at SPGC, it is necessary to view the matter from a broad 

perspective. 
 

Ross place in history has been that of a prolific architect. His actual role went far beyond that. 

He was a master with every aspect of the sport (club making, agronomy, teaching, playing, 

tournament presentation, administration, etc.). In the end , the astonishing breadth of his work 

made him the patriarch of American golf.  
 

          
Courtesy of the National Archives 



 

 

 

One of his lesser known roles was that of a godfather figure. Dozens of men worked directly 

under Ross. Through their apprenticeships, many became masters in their own right. Several 

became head professionals at Ross designed clubs. Others became expert club makers or 

agronomists. All absorbed the authentic Scottish ethos and spread it from their respective 

posts. 
 

Brothers Frank anËɯ ÕÎÜÚɯ,È×ÓÌÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÈÔÖÕÎɯ1ÖÚÚɀÚɯÊÓÖÚÌÚÛɯÈÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÌÚȭɯ ÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÉÜÚàɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ

primary care takers of the Pinehurst courses, they found time to keep SPGC conditioning up to 

Ú×ÌÊÐÍÐÊÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ#ÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÚÌɯàÌÈÙÚȮɯ ÕÎÜÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÍÖÜÕËɯÛÐÔÌɯÛÖɯÊÙÈÍÛɯ2/&"ɀÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÎÙÈÚÚɯÎÙeens. 
 

1ÖÚÚɀÚɯ2/&"ɯÐÕÍÓÜÌÕÊÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÞÈÚɯÍÖÜÕËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÕɯÏÌɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓÓàɯËÙÈÍÛÌËɯÛÖɯÏÌÈËɯÛÏÌɯÎÖÓÍÐÕÎɯ

operations. 
 

Following a meeting of the newly appointed Country Club Committee held the latter part of last week, an 

announcement was made by City Clerk Howard Burns of the acquisition of the services of Roy Grinnell, formerly 

of the Pinehurst Country Club professional staff, as professional at Southern Pines Country Club. 

The Pilot ɬ 1937  
 

 

Grinnell grew up in Little Compton, 

R.I. His grandfather was the foun der 

of Sakonnet Golf Club. Seated on the 

rocky shores of the Atlantic, it remains 

ÖÕÌɯÖÍɯ1ÖÚÚɀÚɯÍÐÕÌÚÛɯÊÖÜÙÚÌÚȭɯ(ÛɯÈÓÚÖɯ

ÏÈ××ÌÕÌËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÛÏÌɯÈÙÊÏÐÛÌÊÛɀÚɯÚÜÔÔÌÙɯ

home.  

 

Grinnell followed the path of many 

associates. While a youth, his potential 

was noticed by Ross. He was 

cultivated and proved himself worthy 

ÖÍɯÊÈÙÙàÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ2ÊÖÛÚÔÈÕɀÚɯ

approach to the game. 

 

In 1914, Grinnell became the youngest 

person ever admitted to membership 

in the Professional Golfers 

Association. 

 

 
(Andy Page carried on the tradition at SPGC for decades.) 



 

  

 

+ÐÒÌɯÚÌÝÌÙÈÓɯÖÍɯ1ÖÚÚɀÚɯÔÌÕȮɯ&ÙÐÕÕÌÓÓɯÞÈÚɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÈɯÙÌÕÈÐÚÚÈÕÊÌɯÔÈÕȭɯ!àɯÈÎÌɯƕƜȮɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÈÕɯ

Army pilot flying over Europe. The next year, 1919, Ross brought him to Pinehurst.  

 

Grinnell ended up working at SPGC for almost 30 year s.  
 

 
 

6ÏÐÓÌɯ1ÖÚÚɀÚɯÔÌÕɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌËɯÛÏÌɯÌß×ÌÙÛÐÚÌȮɯÊÐÝÐÊɯÓÌÈËÌÙÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÖÕÌÚɯÞÏÖÚÌɯÈÊÛÐÖÕÚɯÚÈÝÌËɯÛÏÌɯ

club.   

Without the actions of these unheralded leaders, the club would have been lost. 

 

The list of those who saved the club includes (but is not limited to) Howard Burns, Eugene C. 

Stevens, J. C. Barron and Robert Hart. 
 

 

 

 

One of the survival tactics was to stir the will of 

the town. It took a concerted effort to persuade 

the citizens that it  ÞÈÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÉÌÚÛɯ

interest. After all, the majority of th e 

population were not golfers.  

 

The crux of the argument was that the town 

had little in the way of industry. The club 

attracted many visitors who would winter in 

town. The aesthetically beautiful course was a 

central reason they chose Southern Pines over 

hundreds of other options.  

 

Without the patronage of these visitors the 

overall economic vitality of the town would 

have suffered greatly. Woodworkers, 

plumbers, landscapers, farmers and the like all 

benefited from the guests. Though they may 

not have much enthusiasm for the game, the 

peripheral benefits were critical to their well 

being.  

 



 

 

  

No sooner would the club survive one life 

threatening battle, then another would arise. 

Perhaps the most formidable challenge was the 

2ÛÈÛÌɀÚɯ×ÓÈÕɯÛÖɯÙÜÕɯÈɯÏÐÎÏÞÈàɯthrough the center of 

the golf course. Again, the leaders were aided by 

the newspaper. 

 

Efforts to save the club were greatly helped by the 

local paper. The editorials of the Pilot played a 

decisive role. 

 
The Pilot 

 

The road was rerouted and once again, the club survived. And, once again, another potentially 

fatal challenge arose. 

 

#ÌÚ×ÐÛÌɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÝÐÛàɯÈÕËɯÍÖÙÛÐÛÜËÌȮɯÛÏÌɯÊÓÜÉɯÍÌÓÓɯÐÕÛÖɯÐÕÚÖÓÝÌÕÊàɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÓàɯƕƝƘƔɀÚȭɯ

One of the individuals to whom the club owed money was none other than Donald Ross 

himself ($1,400). 

 

The town government propped up the club until a suitable buyer could be found.  Wilton W. 

2ÏÌÙÔÈÕɯÖÍɯ'ÈÙÛÍÖÙËȮɯ"ÖÕÕÌÊÛÐÊÜÛɯ×ÜÙÊÏÈÚÌËɯ2/&"ɯÐÕɯƕƝƘƚȭɯɯ.ÕÌɯÖÍɯ2ÏÌÙÔÈÕɀÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÈÊÛÚɯÞÈÚɯÛÖɯ

bring in Scottish professional Tommy Armour. The t hree time major champion (PGA, U.S. and 

British Opens) stayed for the winter season.  

Another multi -major champion came to work at SPGC soon after Armour. At the time Julius 

Boros was the club accountant. Later on he won the PGA and the U.S. Open. 

Sherman attempted to do great things for the club. He installed a sprinkler system. He revived 

the Southern Pines Open. But it was a tough go for Sherman. In 1951, he sold SPGC to the 

Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks. They remain the owner to this day.  

 
 



 

  

 



 

 
 



 

  

 

 

 

Today & Tomorrow 
 

Clubs reflect the eras they move through. The post WWII years found SPGC settling into a 

relatively comfortable routine that continues to this day.  

 

The club has carried forth largely as a center for a middle class segment of the community.  

A pool was added. People held wedding receptions. The Little Nine thrived for decades along 

with the 18 hole course.   

 

Being located so closely to the middle of town has made this a natural fit. But there has been 

and continues to be a substantial amount of tourism ɬ especially in the Spring with the 

florescent shrubbery trailing along the fairways and throughout the town.  
  

 
 
 

.ÕÊÌɯ×ÓÈàÌËɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÙÚÌɯÜÚÜÈÓÓàɯÌÕËÚɯÜ×ɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÝÐÚÐÛÖÙɀÚɯÈÕÕÜÈÓɯÖÙɯÚÌÔÐ-annual area rota. The 

fact that it has retained the character Ross instilled make it worthy of being selected ɬ even 

with so many extraordinary options around. As the course continues to measure around 6,500 

yards, it is playable to virtually all. Yet even at this length the sharp players find it curio usly 

resistant to scoring. And it is amusing to see the college teams which regularly pass through 

puzzling over this while wandering back to their vans.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the 2008 economic disaster, the Little Nine closed. Since that time, it has remained 

fallow and overgrown. Its ultimate fate remains indeterminate. At publication time, a debate 

over the destiny of the land is in process.  

 

Here is an excerpt from a presentation at one of the debates: 

 

As you can see, this land has been significant to the town in multiple ways for over a 

century. The number of people whose lives have been enriched by it runs into high numbers. 

Now its winding timeline has reached a turning point whose importance is not to be 

underestimated. Any decision will effect ge nerations of citizens.  
 

The Elks could have sold the property for a small fortune. That they have not indicates 

outstanding stewardship and consideration on their part. Still, they must find a use for the 

Little Nine area. And, they deserve to be properly  compensated for it. 
 

We are fortunate they have given us a say in the future of this tract. 
 

 ÊÙÖÚÚɯÛÏÌɯÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÞÌɀÝÌɯÚÌÌÕɯÈɯÛÙÌÕËɯÛÖÞÈÙËɯÝÈÚÛɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛȭɯ)ÖÉÚɯÈÕËɯÌÊÖÕÖÔÐÊɯÎÙÖÞÛÏɯ

are necessary for civic well-being. A vibrant economy obviously bodes well for the country. 

But, there are other factors of great importance to our well -being.  
 

Ultimately, it comes down to what sort of place we would like to be.  
 

What sort of town, what sort of country do you have when its exceptional elements are 

diminished o r eliminated? There is a sharp contrast with areas that are robust with cultural 

elements that inspire and invigorate.  
 

The choices and actions we take with this land will go far in defining what kind of people we 

really are. 

 

 

 

Although the fate of the Little Nine remains undecided, the full course will undoubtedly 

continue. Exactly how it will continue through the coming years is impossible to say. There are 

several possibilities.   



 

  

 

 

 

It could continue with a modest budget for greenkeeping. Another pos sibility is that the club 

might find itself with a sizable budget. This would allow the club to receive a thorough 

renovation. If SPGC received the same sort of attention as Mid Pines, it would render a course 

of stunning beauty.  1 It would undoubtedly acq uire a phenomenal level of popularity.  

That sort of appeal cuts both ways. In all likelihood, it  would make SPGC more crowded and 

expensive. The Sandhills already has clubs like that. It is best when there are golf is available 

for broad segments of the population. Seeing this club moved away from the population that 

has supported it for all these years is not necessarily a desirable path. 

However the future plays out, it should be done with the knowledge that the course is an 

authentic American gem ɬ by way of an ingenious Scottish hand. 

1 ɬ See images on pages x, xx, xxx 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

  



 

 

 

 
 

First hole, 360 yards; An appealing opener, with everything laid out below for the golfer to see, 

as the hole tumbles downhill. The green rises in the back right third and t he effect is to create 

tough but interesting hole locations. The prospects from the elevated first tee appear inviting 

and the golfer is keen to get out on the course. 

 

 
 



 

  

 

Second hole, 495 yards; A big drive over the crest of the hill allows the green to  be reached in 2. 

But the remaining challenge is twofold. First, the tee ball is guaranteed to finish on a downslope 

while the elevated green is located atop the far hill. Putting a clean hit on a ball from a 

downslope is tricky and anything less than perf ect is likely to end up in one of the two deep 

greenside bunkers. The second challenge is that the green is the most heavily contoured on the 

course with a three foot deep bowl in its front giving way to shallow wings on either side.  

 

 
 

Third hole, 195 yards; In regards to visibility, a game at Southern Pines offers the best of both 

worlds. Some holes like the second (as we saw), the fifth, sixth and thirteenth offer blind drives 

over crests of hills. Other holes, in particular its set of par threes, offer well defined targets where 

it is clear what the golfer must do. In this case, the golfer standing on the elevated tee soaks in 

the view of the entire putting surface. After a few rounds, it becomes evident that the object is to 

ÚÛÈàɯÉÌÓÖÞɯÛÏÌɯËÈàɀÚɯÏÖÓÌ location as the this green features some of the most pronounced back 

to front tilt of any on the course. Though the task is straightforward, judging and executing a 

shot of this length is not. This one of the more respected holes in Moore County. 

 

Fourth hole, 385 yards; Measuring just under 6,500 yards from the back markers, some golfers 

mistakenly think they will have an easy day of things. When you combine the number of times 

that drives hit into the side of hills (and thus kill any significant bounce f orward) plus the 

number of overtly uphill approach shots, Southern Pines plays significantly longer than the card 

suggests. 



 

 

  
 

Fifth hole, 535 yards; Southern Pines enjoys great topography but that natural advantage would 

have been wasted if Donald Ross had not captured the rolling nature of the property in all sorts 

of different ways and manners. Here at the fifth, the fairway abruptly falls thirty feet downhill in 

the 245 yard range from the tee, just where the hole bends slightly to the left. Good club golfers 

delight in trying to hit a draw and have their tee ball get a big kick forward off the downslope. If 

successful, the green is reachable in two. 
 

 
\  



 

  

 
 

Sixth hole, 425 yards; The classic Donald Ross give and take is much in evidence throughout the 

round with the stretch from the second through the sixth being a case in point. The second is a 

reachable par five to a severe green and while many strong golfers get near the green in two, 

getting down in two is another matter. This par 4 1/2 hole is f ollowed by a pair of tough holes 

but then comes another three shotter that can be reached in two if the golfer can turn his drive 

ÍÙÖÔɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÛÖɯÓÌÍÛɯÈÕËɯÏÈÝÌɯÐÛɯÉÖÜÕËɯËÖÞÕɯÛÏÌɯÏÐÓÓȭɯ3ÏÌɯȿÎÐÝÌɀɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÖÛÌÕÛÐÈÓɯÉÐÙËÐÌɯÏÖÓÌɯÐÚɯ

ÍÖÓÓÖÞÌËɯÉàɯ1ÖÚÚȿÚɯȿÛÈÒÌɀɯÈÛɯÛhe next, which is the longest two shotter on the course at 425 yards. 

And so it goes for the rest of the round, with the golfer given several opportunities to score well 

while still always being challenged.  

 

 
 


